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INFO LOG-00 ACDA-08 ACDE-00 AID-00 A-00 CA-02 cco-00 
CTME-00 DODE-00 DOEE-00 SRPP-00 DS-00 FBO-01 H-01 
IMMC-01 TEDE-00 INR-00 I0-00 LAB-01 L-01 ADS-00 
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CIA WASHDC 
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REF: CARACAS 3108 (NOTAL) 


CLASSIFIED BY AMBASSADOR JOHN F. MAISTO 


1. (C) PRESIDENT CALDERA IS COMMITTED TO A FREE, FAIR, AND 


TRANSPARENT ELECTIONS AND THE SUCCESSFUL TRANSITION OF POWER, Bl 
OLD 
, WHO PORTUGAL 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: ALAN H FLANIGAN 
CLASSIFICATION: CONFIDENTIAL REASON: 1.4(B), 1.4() 
DECLASSIFY AFTER: 20 OCT 2013 
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ATTENDING THE IBERO-AMERICAN CONFERENCE, RUMORS 
OF COUP PLOTTING AND POLITICAL INTRIGUE, ASSERTING THAT NO ACTION 
TO DERAIL THE ELECTIONS COULD BE TAKEN WITHOUT CALDERA'S BLESSING, 
SOMETHING THAT WOULD NOT HAPPEN UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE. 

DISCOUNTED ACCUSATIONS THAT CALDERA'S SON-IN-LAW, ARMY COMMANDER 
RUBEN ROJAS PEREZ, IS INVOLVED IN COUP PLOTTING, ARGUING, "CALDERA 
WOULD NOT ALLOW HIS SON-IN-LAW TO BETRAY THE DEMOCRATIC IDEALS ON 
WHICH HE HAS BASED HIS ENTIRE POLITICAL CAREER." THAT 
UNCERTAINTY AND ANXIETY DROVE SOME OF THE RUMORS, AND ALLEGED THAT 
OTHER RUMORS WERE CREATED FOR POLITICAL PURPOSES. HE COMMENTED 
THAT MUCH OF THE COMPLAINING ABOUT A POSSIBLE COUP COMES FROM 
SUPPORTERS OF PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE HUGO CHAVEZ, AND NOTED THE 
IRONY OF FORMER COUPSTER ACCUSING INSTITUTIONALISTS IN THE ARMED 
FORCES AND THE CALDERA ADMINISTRATION OF PLOTTING TO UPSET THE 
DEMOCRATIC PROCESS. END SUMMARY. 


Bl 
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MEETING 


Bl 


(C) AMBASSADOR MET OCTOBER 16 WITH 


Bl 


C) FOLLOWING UP_ON HIS OCTOBER 13 PHONE CONVERSATION WITH 


BI 





4. (C) AMBASSADOR REVIEWED[ ———“sws~S~™~™~CS CONVESRSSA'T'IONNSS HED HAD 
LAST WEEK WITH SEVERAL LEADING POLITICAL PERSONALITIES, INCLUDING 
HIGH-RANKING MILITARY OFFICERS, REGARDING COUP PLOTTING (REFTEL). Bl 
AMBASSADOR HIGHLIGHTED OUR COMMITMENT TO THE ELECTORAL PROCESS IN 
VENEZUELA, OUR RESPECT FOR THE SOVEREIGN DECISION OF THE VENEZUELAN 
PEOPLE REGARDING THE CHOICE OF THEIR GOVERNMENT, AND OUR 
WILLINGNESS TO RECOGNIZE IMMEDIATELY THE WINNER OF THE DECEMBER 6 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. AMBASSADOR WE WOULD REACT 
NEGATIVELY AND IMMEDIATELY TO ANY ATTEMPT TO DERAIL THE ELECTORAL 
PROCESS OR OTHERWISE INTERFERE IN THE SUCCESSFUL, DEMOCRATIC 
TRANSITION OF POWER. 
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Bl 
5. (C)[- ] AMBASSADOR FOR HIS PUBLIC STATEMENTS Bl 


REGARDING OUR SUPPORT FOR THE ELECTORAL PROCESS AND DEMOCRATIC, 
CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT IN VENEZUELA. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THE 
SWIRLING RUMORS OF LAST WEEK WHICH PROVOKED 

STATEMENTS REGARDING THE GOVERNMENT'S COMMITMENT TO FREE AND FAIR 
ELECTIONS.[ ————is—~—S™*~—~—CSCS| THESE) RUMORS WEEE "THE, CONDIMENTS" OF 
THE UPCOMING ELECTIONS, PROVOKED BY UNCERTAINTY, NERVOUSNESS, AND 
EFFORTS BY SOME TO TURN POPULAR ANXIETY TO POLITICAL ADVANTAGE. HE 
THEN MADE THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

-~ PRESIDENT RAFAEL CALDERA IS DETERMINED TO HAVE SUCCESSFUL, 
CLEAN ELECTIONS IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER, AND THEN TO HAVE A 
"NORMAL" TRANSITION OF POWER IN FEBRUARY WHEN THE NEW PRESIDENT 
WILL BE INAUGURATED. 


-~- THE ELECTIONS COULD NOT BE DERAILED WITHOUT THE BLESSING OF THE 
CALDERA GOVERNMENT, SOMETHING WHICH WOULD NOT HAPPEN UNDER ANY 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 


-~- THESE ELECTIONS AND THE TRANSFER OF POWER WILL BE CALDERA'S 
LAST PUBLIC ACTS AS PRESIDENT OF VENEZUELA. AFTER A POLITICAL 
CAREER SPANNING MORE THAN FIFTY YEARS, CALDERA WOULD NOT COLLAPSE 
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AMEMBASSY LIMA 
AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN 
USCINCSO MIAMI FL 

DIA WASHDC 

CIA WASHDC 

NSC WASHDC 

USIA WASHDC 1854 
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SUBJECT: ON COUP RUMORS 


REF: CARACAS 3108 (NOTAL) 


THE DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM HE HAS SPENT HIS ENTIRE PUBLIC LIFE 
CONSTRUCTING. 


~- CALDERA WOULD NOT PERMIT HIS SON-IN-LAW, ARMY COMMANDER RUBEN 
ROJAS PEREZ, TO BETRAY THE DEMOCRATIC IDEAL TO WHICH THE PRESIDENT 
HAS DEDICATED HIS LIFE. 






RECOUNTED A RECENT MEETING HE HAD WITH 
SSOCIATES OF HUGO CHAVEZ, 








REGARDING RUMORS OF COUP PLOTTING. 
COMPLAINED OF ROJAS PEREZ'S INVOLVEMENT IN EFFORTS TO STIR 

UP THE ARMED FORCES AND TO PROVOKE SOME KIND OF MILITARY ACTION TO 

STOP THE ELECTIONS. THEY NOTED ROJAS PEREZ'S LACK OF COMMAND 

EXPERIENCE, HIS INABILITY TO WIN THE RESPECT OF THE COMMON SOLDIER, 

WHO VIEWS ROJAS PEREZ AS A MARTINET, AND THE DISSENSION HE HAS 

CAUSED WITHIN THE OFFICER CORPS.[ —S—s——s—CSC HAD) RESPONDED, "IF 

ROJAS PEREZ IS AS DISLIKED AS YOU SAY HE IS, THEN HE IS THE PERFECT Bl 

ARMY COMMANDER FOR THIS PARTICULAR PERIOD OF VENEZUELAN HISTORY. 

DURING DIFFICULT AND CONTENTIOUS ELECTIONS, WHEN LESS SCRUPULOUS 

AND LESS DEMOCRATIC MEMBERS OF SOCIETY MIGHT LOOK TO THE ARMED 

FORCES TO SAVE THEM FROM AN ELECTORAL RECKONING, THE LAST THING YoU 

WANT IS A CHARISMATIC SOLDIER'S SOLDIER AS AN ARMY COMMANDER. WHAT 

YOU WANT IS AN ARMY COMMANDER WHO DOES NOT HAVE THE PERSONAL OR 

ORGANIZATIONAL SKILLS TO START ANY PROBLEMS." 

DID NOT REACT IMMEDIATELY, SITTING SILENTLY 


FOR A MOMENT. THEN, ACCORDING TO AID, "WE HAVE 
NOT THOUGHT THIS THROUGH VERY WELL." OBVIOUSLY SATISFIED WITH 
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[8 ‘THEN Gor UP AND LEFT. 


7. (c)[ sid) MANY OF THE COUP RUMORS WERE THE PRODUCT OF 
ANXIETY IN THE FACE OF AN ELECTION WHOSE OUTCOME IS UNCERTAIN. 
HOWEVER, HE SAID SOME OF THE COUP RUMORS HAVE A POLITICAL PURPOSE. 
SPECIFICALLY, HE ALLEGED THAT THOSE BEHIND THE COUP RUMORS WERE 
SEEKING TO IMPLICATE AND WEAKEN THE MILITARY HIGH COMMAND AND 
PREPARE THE GROUND FOR AN IMMEDIATE TRANSITION OF POWER FOLLOWING Bl 
THE ELECTIONS. HE NOTED THAT CHAVEZ AT ONE POINT HAD CALLED FOR 
SUCH A TRANSITION, BUT HAD BACKED AWAY WHEN PRESIDENT CALDERA HAD 
INDICATED HE WOULD TURN OVER POWER TO VENEZUELA'S NEWLY-ELECTED 
PRESIDENT ONLY ON FEBRUARY 2, THE DATE ESTABLISHED BY THE 
CONSTITUTION AND VENEZUELAN LAW.[  ——~—~—sCSCSC‘CCHAVEZ AND-LHSG 
ADVISORS, HAVING FAILED WITH A DIRECT APPROACH, WERE NOW LOOKING 
FOR A WAY TO FORCE AN EARLY TRANSITION BY ARGUING THAT A TWO MONTH 
HIATUS BETWEEN ELECTION AND INAUGURATION ALLOWS TIME FOR "ANTI- 
DEMOCRATIC FORCES" TO TAKE ACTION TO STOP THE TRANSFER OF POWER. 

CALDERA WOULD RESIST THIS EFFORT, AND HOLD TO A 
CONSTITUTIONALLY-MANDATED TIMETABLE FOR TURNING OVER THE REIGNS OF 
GOVERNMENT. HE WRYLY NOTED THE IRONY OF FORMER COUPSTERS ACCUSING 
INSTITUTIONALIST IN THE ARMED FORCES AND THE GOVERNMENT OF PLOTTING 
A COUP. 
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8. Cc FOLLOWING AMBASSADOR'S MEETING 
STATEMENT UNDERSCORING THE 
GOVERNMENT'S INTENTION OF HOLDING CLEAN, TRANSPARENT ELECTIONS ON 
THE DATES SET BY LAW, AND OF OVERSEEING A NORMAL TRANSFER OF POWER Bl 
TO THE GOVERNMENT ELECTED BY THE PEOPLE. THE SAME DAY OF 


AMBASSADOR'S MEETING 





9. (C) WE SEEM TO HAVE REACHED THE HIGH-WATER MARK FOR COUP 
RUMORS. STATEMENTS BY Bl 
EEM TO HAVE CAUSED THE RUMORS TO EBB. HOWEVER, WE CAN 
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EXPECT THIS TIDE TO RISE AGAIN AS WE GET CLOSER TO THE NOVEMBER 8 
ELECTIONS, WHICH WILL HAVE A BIG IMPACT ON THE ELECTORAL 
ENVIRONMENT LEADING UP TO THE DECEMBER 6 ELECTIONS. WE WILL 
CONTINUE TO MONITOR THE RUMORS, AND ANY INTRIGUE WHICH MIGHT LIE 
BEHIND THEM, ALWAYS WITH A FOCUS ON OUR GOAL OF FREE AND FAIR 
ELECTIONS AND THE CONTINUANCE OF DEMOCRATIC, CONSTITUTIONAL 
GOVERNMENT IN VENEZUELA. 


MAISTO 
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